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Fraud
In a general sense, fraud refers to any actions that include deviant acts aimed at false representation of certain facts through words, actions, or deliberate hiding of relevant information, which then results in the deception of another person who will use the false information to his legal disadvantage (West’s Encyclopedia of American Law, 2008). Fraud is a type A offense since it is more serious and often requires law enforcement attention and is classified as a property crime because it typically does not involve physical damage to a person NIBRS (US DOJ, 2012). This type of crime is covered by both civil and criminal laws. The difference comes from who files the legal case. Criminal charges can only be brought forth by government prosecutors: however, a victim of fraud has a right to file a civil lawsuit. Occasionally, a fraudster is both sued in a civil action and criminally prosecuted. According to criminal law, government prosecutors must prove the fraud beyond a reasonable doubt. Defendants who are convicted of fraud are either sentenced to probation and fines or imprisoned for a period of six months to five years. The standard of proof is usually lower in a private civil lawsuit and the punishment issued is often restitution and monetary damages. There are several types of fraud offenses. These include mail fraud, securities fraud, identity theft, credit/debit card fraud, insurance fraud, tax circumvention, and wire fraud. 
The earliest historical accounts of fraud indicate that it has always been illegal, with ancient Greece in the 6th Century BCE and ancient Egypt outlawing the use of false currencies, as well as inaccurate weights and counterfeit pieces of art which were sold to unknowing buyers (Trulioo, 2020). In the Roman Empire, notable records of fraudulent activities include a fraudster selling the rights to the Roman throne for 25,000 sesterces per soldier to the highest bidder despite the seller not owning the throne (Trulioo, 2020). Various instances of fraud were also recorded across the 18th and 19th Centuries, such as the sale of the Brooklyn Bridge to tourists and the inflation of share prices (Trulioo, 2020). Notable frauds in the 1900s included Frank Abagnale’s exploits, identity theft by the Roselli brothers, and phone-line scams in the 1800s (Trulioo, 2020). In the 2000s, Ponzi schemes, false accounting, bribery, and cyber fraud surged due to technological advances (Trulioo, 2020). Present-day deviant acts that are classified as fraud include impersonation, welfare fraud, wire fraud, ATM & credit card fraud, false pretenses, among others (US-DOJ, 2012).
Anyone can be a victim of fraud, but some people are at a greater risk of being frauded than others. Most vulnerable people are not those that many people would assume. According to many people, those that are most vulnerable to fraudsters are the elderly with limited cognitive functions who live alone. The truth is that the elderly population is more prone to financial abuse which is different from fraud. The next section provides a detailed explanation of who the victims of fraud are likely to be. 
Fraud Victimization

As stated earlier, most victims of fraud are not those that many people would expect. For instance, when we think of victims of investment fraud there is a high chance that popular images will pop up in our heads. These are likely to include the elderly man or woman living alone, a vulnerable person who is struggling to pay bills and thinks that it is his/her only chance to become rich, and illiterate people who are likely to be fooled by a call or an email. Well, we all got it wrong. New research indicates that these images are based on our stereotypes about people who are most vulnerable to fraudsters (Carlson, 2018). 
The first inaccuracy is that women are more likely than men to be victims of fraud. This is because women are believed to be naïve, innocent, and trusting. According to the latest study, this is not the case. On the contrary, men are more vulnerable to fraudsters than women (Carlson, 2018). The numbers are shocking. Statistics indicate that men are 19% more likely to be victims of investment fraud than women (Carlson, 2018). There are several explanations as to why men are more vulnerable than women. The first explanation is that men tend to be overconfident (Carlson, 2018). They tend to think that they are making the right choices which land them in the hands of fraudsters. In addition, men are targeted by fraudsters because they tend to handle the finances of many U.S households, especially in older generations. 
The second stereotype that elderly people (those aged 70 years and above) are more vulnerable to fraud is also wrong. Research indicates that victims of fraud are those in their 50s and 60s, and not those in their 70s (Carlson, 2018). People in their 50s and 60s are in desperate need of saving for retirement which makes them vulnerable to scum deals offering huge returns (Carlson, 2018). 
Furthermore, the common belief that illiterate people are more vulnerable than educated people to be victims of fraud is wrong. Research suggests that people who did not complete high school are actually less likely to be frauded than everybody else (Carlson, 2018). Those with graduate degrees are the ones who have the highest chance of being scammed (Carlson, 2018). The reason is not because those with graduate degrees are likely to be rich. Research indicates that being rich, on its own, is not a predictor of being a victim of fraud (Carlson, 2018). According to financial planners, more educated people fool themselves that because they are successful in their field of study, they can be excellent investors too (Carlson, 2018). As a result, they get overconfident which lands them to big vulnerabilities in broken promises, poor investments, and fraud. In addition, educated people tend to be busy in their professions which makes them vulnerable to fraud. They tend to make haste decisions, depend on the opinion of others, and do not create time to do their own research before investing. 
Theory of Criminology

The theory of criminology that best fits the crime of fraud is the sociological theory. According to the sociological theory, people engage in crime because they do not see the benefits of adhering to social values and believe that engaging in criminal activities is the only way to improve their financial and social conditions (Akers & Jennings, 2019). Employees who feel their salary are not enough and end up engaging in fraud activities are motivated by the desire to do well financially and do not mind breaking the law for their breakthrough.
 The sociological theory of criminology was developed by Robert Metron, who argued that the inability of an offender to meet their goals in socially acceptable means puts them at the risk of using other non-social and illegal ways to pursue their objectives. The theory was mostly developed due to sociological inquiry where it is believed that criminal behavior is a typical response of normal individuals to distinct social conditions (Nicholson & Higgins, 2017). With a positive alternative available for the offenders, they are less likely to engage in criminal activities. For example, with the employees who are more likely to engage in fraud to have more income, the availability of a positive alternative such as a better source of income or higher pay will be less likely for them to engage in criminal activities. 
The tenant for the sociological theory is that the social environment is a contributor to criminal behaviors in individuals. When an individual interacts with people that are more engaged in criminal activities, there is a high chance of them engaging in the criminal activities themselves. As people interact in the environment, they learn certain aspects of their behaviors from one another. Social interaction has a great impact on the behaviors of individuals. Peer pressure is known to result in behavior change among individuals (Akers & Jensen, 2017). Some people tend to engage in certain activities due to other people's influence, even without thinking of the consequences of their actions. Social programs that result in the changing of individuals' social conditions are known to increase criminal activities among individuals; for example, programs that result in unemployment or lack of education in individuals result in the people lacking their daily income to take care of their needs. The people, therefore, end up engaging in criminal activities to be able to cater to their needs. 
I think that the sociological theory fits the fraud crime. The impact of the offender's interaction with the environment and the need for them to fit in the environment will result in them engaging in fraud activities. Most of the time, the offender feels the pressure to make it from the people they interact with and, therefore, engage in criminal activities (Nicholson & Higgins, 2017). Engaging in fraud activities can also be a sign that a close person to the offender engaged in the same activities and it was successful, and therefore the offender would like to try the same activities with the hope that they will be successful too. The skills to conduct fraud can be learned through social interactions with people who have already engaged in the activities. Fraud is, therefore, most likely to fit in the sociological theory of criminology.
Current prevalence, common location, current deterrence strategies

In modern society, fraud is more profound than most other forms of crimes. According to the FBI National Press Office (2021), incidences of fraud have been on the rise due to the heightened use of modern technology. A total of 2.2 million fraud cases that were done through the internet were reported in the year 2020 (FBI, 2021). Out of the 2.2 million cases, 34 percent represented a loss of money through fraudulent techniques. Financial frauds and scams have become a threat to the American security forces. The perpetrators of fraud mainly target the elderly population and financial institutions (Junger, Wang, & Schlomer, 2020). The number of fraud cases is expected to keep on rising over the years as more advanced technology is developed and made available to people.
	Compared to other forms of crimes, fraud is on an upward trajectory while other forms of crimes are on a downward trajectory (FBI, 2021). Fraud crime is a major issue of concern for security authorities in the United States. Since most fraudulent activities are done through the internet, it becomes difficult for the culprits to be arrested. Fraud crimes are done frequently. According to Junger, Wang, and Schlomer (2020), security authorities in the United States receive fraudulent complaints from citizens daily. Most of the criminals of fraudulent activities use unreal identities on the internet. In other circumstances, some perpetrators delete all their details after falsely obtaining money from another person through trickery methods. Therefore, it becomes hard for security agencies to implement appropriate countermeasures to deal with fraud in modern society.
	Fraud activities are more profound in urban centers than in rural areas in the United States. According to the Internet Crime Report (2020) which is released by the FBI, fraud cases in urban centers are double those reported in rural areas. Out of the 2.2 million fraud cases that were reported in 2020, 74% were done in urban centers while the rest were done in rural areas (Internet Crime Report, 2020). From the Internet Crime Report (2020), it is revealed that people living in urban areas are more prone to fraudulent activities than those living in rural areas. The cited reason for exceedingly more fraud cases in urban areas is the easy access to modern technology. 
	Several methods have been developed to assist in combating fraud in the United States. One of the strategies to deter fraud is by enlightening people on guarding their online information (Bănărescu, 2015). Educating people on guarding their online information is done through social media, broadcasting stations, and other media of communication. The other strategy that can assist in deterring fraud is through constant monitoring of own accounts and reporting any suspicious activities immediately. These strategies have widely been used in the United States and have yielded positive results. People are more aware of fraudulent activities than before because of the enlightening that is fostered on them by security agencies. Although technological advancement is making it easier for fraudsters to devise new techniques, the population is more enlightened on how to detect and prevent a fraud activity from being accomplished. 
Conclusion

[bookmark: _GoBack]Fraud, one of the most profound crimes in the United States, is on the rise due to the advancement in technology. Anyone can be a victim of fraud but there are certain groups of people who are more vulnerable to fraud than others. Men are more likely to be frauded than women because they tend to be overconfident and manage the finances of most U.S households. New research shows that the stereotype that elderly people who live alone are more vulnerable to fraud is wrong. The fact is that those that are prone to fraud are in their 50s and 60s. People in this age group are in desperate need of saving for retirement which makes them vulnerable to scam deals offering big returns. Also, the common belief that less educated people are more likely to fall into the traps of fraudsters is wrong. People with graduate degrees are the ones who are more likely to become victims of fraud. Urban areas are more affected by this crime than rural areas. Fraudsters need to be stopped. The best way to do this is to enlighten the general public on how to detect and avoid falling into the traps of fraudsters. 
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